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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Colin McCormick 

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             

July 8, 2024 

On the third Saturday we exhibited about 25 cars at the New Orleans Lakefront Airport for the Big Easy 
Wing of the Commemorative Air Force Fathers Day event. They arranged for all of us to park in their 
hangar, where we generated a good deal of interest from the attendees. A few of our members flew over 
the city in their vintage Stearman biplane. Thanks to Roger Jeffrey for arranging what turned out to be a  
fun and interesting outing.  

Friday June 28th was the monthly Columbia Street Block Party in Covington. Six of us exhibited our cars 
to a somewhat lighter than average crowd until one of those widely scattered showers found us. 

In other less visible events, the special committee has nearly completed revising the club bylaws to   
modernize them consistent with the way we conduct our club business. Thank you to those members who 
volunteered their time for this important work.  

Also, the Board of Directors is well underway planning our birthday celebration in August, and even some 
long-term planning for our Christmas celebration in conjunction with the Christmas parade in Harahan.   

More details on these and other events are in this newsletter, and will be given at your regional meetings 
and through your coordinators.  

Finally, thank you to all who promptly renewed your dues in June. If you were not one of those, be sure   
to get your payment in soon so you do not miss out on exciting events coming up, including the fall car 
show season.  

Happy British Motoring to all, 

Colin McCormick 

BMCNO President 

Greetings to the British Motoring Club New Orleans; welcome to sauna season.   

I trust you all had a safe and happy Fourth of July celebration weekend. 

BMCNO members were very busy in June. On the second Saturday we brought 
15 cars to Bay St. Louis in a trouble-free drive that featured a cruise along the 
beach from near the Silver Slipper to downtown BSL. It’s always fun to see the 
reaction we get from folks enjoying the beach when our caravan of colorful British 
classics goes by. Several of us returned via Kiln where we stopped for a pleasant 
repast near the Stennis airport.    
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YOUR BMCNO 2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2024 Area Coordinators                                                        
South Shore Coordinators:                                                               
 Allen Bradley  Allen.E.Bradley123@GMail.Com                 
 Roger Jeffrey   RJRogerJeff@GMail.Com                               
 Andrew Doran XKE062@Yahoo.Com                                
North Shore Coordinator:                                                                    
 Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             
Baton Rouge Coordinator:                                                              
 Rick Huber  MLandRick@GMail.com                          
Motorcycles Coordinator:                                                                                 
 Milton Franklin  Densalprop@Cox.net 

Members at Large:                                                                        
Allen Bradley  Allen.E.Bradley123@GMail.Com                  
Andrew Doran XKE062@Yahoo.Com                                            
Bobby Spann  BobbySpann@AOL.Com                                              
Dan McGovern    DPMcG@Bellsouth.Net                                          
David Jones         Jonesjd533@GMail.Com                               
Rick Huber           MLandRick@Gmail.com                             
Roger Jeffrey        RJRogerJeff@Gmail.Com                                           

Get in touch with your 
BMCNO board members 
anytime by phone call, 
text, email or in person.                     

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             

July 8, 2024 

 
President: Colin McCormick  ColinMcC65@GMail.Com 
Vice President: Greg Roussel  GregoryJr006@GMail.Com 
Secretary: Chad Wicker   CWicker@itcglobal.com  
Treasurer: Rachel Wicker   mortuary175@gmail.com                    
Newsletter Editor: Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             
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—Greg Roussel 

The weather is heating up, and so is our calendar. We have events the rest of the summer and then 
plenty of activities with your British Motoring friends this fall. And we encourage everyone to join our 
regular Cars and Coffee events every Saturday, and our regional monthly meetings. Flyers for local 
car events are on pages 21 to 24. 

CARS OF YESTERYEARS We have a date for 
this coming Saturday, July 13th. We’ll be visiting 
Mr. Henry Shane’s large, unique and impressive    
private collection of vehicles, automotive and New 
Orleans memorabilia, peddle cars, bicycles and 
more, everywhere you look. It’s located at 4625  
Fairfield in Metairie. Even if you’ve been there with 
our club before, there are always new things to see.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CAR SHOW 
September 14th in Folsom. Let’s spend the day 
with our friends and show off our British cars on 
the beautiful St. John the Baptist Church 
grounds. Cars, food, prizes, and a great place to 
be on a Saturday. See the flyer on page 21. 

BMCNO 47th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Saturday, August 17th. Come celebrate our club’s 
anniversary with a visit to the West Baton Rouge     
Museum in Port Allen. We’ll be given a tour of the    
museum’s exhibits and historic buildings beginning at 
10:45, and then have a fun lunch party together at the 
museum. More information is on page 9 of this month’s 
newsletter. 
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DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMAN’S DRIVE 
September. 29th. A day for our classic cars our 
most elegant style, uniting for men’s health. Pre-
1980 cars and dapper drivers from all around the 
world will rally to raise funds for men’s health. Let’s 
do it!  Find more info, links and how to get involved 
ion page 10. 

BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL October 19th in   
Fairhope, Alabama.. Another weekend trip many   
of our members enjoy. It’s presented by the South 
Alabama British Car Club, and their show will      
celebrate 65 years of Mini. Find their flyer on page 
24. Registration and more info at https://sabcc.org/
british-car-festival. 

BRITS ON THE BLUFF in Natchez        
Saturday, September 21st will be Mississippi 
English Motoring Club’s 27th annual show. 
Many of our BMCNO members will drive up for 
the Friday night party and spend the weekend.             
Find more information and the registration form 
on page 22. 

RENAISSANCE EURO FEST CAR SHOW      
October 4th and 5th in Ridgeland MS. It’s the    
17th annual event at Renaissance at Colony Park,        
and getting to be a big event with many visitors.        
Folks from our club and others will be displaying many          
British and European cars. Make plans to attend.       
Registration and info at http://www.euro-fest.net/ and on 
page 23 of this newsletter. 
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South Shore                                                                                                                                                                          
First and third Saturday of every month 8 a.m. Chateau Coffee Café, 139 Allen Toussaint Blvd, N.O.         
NorthShore                                                                                                                                                                        
Every Saturday at 8 a.m., Liz’s Where Y’at Diner 2500 Florida St, Mandeville                                                        
Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                                                             
Every Saturday at 7 a.m., The Warehouse Restaurant, 12328 S Choctaw Dr, Baton Rouge 

Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                             
2nd Tuesday of the month                                                                                           
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                       
Cafe American, 7521 Jefferson Hwy at Lobdell, BR        
Northshore                                                                                                                                                 
3rd Wednesday of the month                                                         
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                    
Coscino’s Italian Grill, 1809 N Causeway, Mandeville   
South Shore                                                                                                                                               
Last Tuesday of the month                                                                                 
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                                                                                  
Original Italian Pie, 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan 
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July 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6  N.O, NS & BR  

Cars & Coffee  

7 8 9  BR Meeting     10 11 12 13  Cars & Coffee        

BR & NS            
Cars of              
Yesteryears     

14 15 16 17 Mandeville     
Meeting         

18 19 20  NS  BR and N.O.   

Cars & Coffee   

21 22 23 24 25 26 Final  
Friday 

27  Cars & Coffee 

BR & NS 

28 29 30 Harahan        
Meeting 

31    

August 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3   N.O, NS & BR  

Cars & Coffee  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Cars & Coffee        

BR & NS             

11 12 13  BR Meeting     14 15 16 17    NS  BR and N.O.   

Cars & Coffee          
Anniversary Museum 
and Lunch 

18 19 20 21  Mandeville           
Meeting         

22 23 24     Cars & Coffee 

BR & NS 

25 26 27  Harahan        
Meeting 

28 29 30   Final           
Friday 

31   Cars & Coffee 

BR & NS 
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https://square.link/u/tn1lO2fW 

Where: West Baton Rouge Museum,                                                 
845 North Jefferson Avenue Port Allen 

How: North, South, and BR groups caravan                                                
to the site, or meet us there 

How much: $10 each, includes entry to the museum,                       
a one hour guided tour, pizza, jambalaya, salad, water,                    
and soft drinks 

How many: Sign up and pay by August 3. We need an                   
accurate head count to get the right number of tour 
guides. 

Please commit and pay either with your local coordinator,                   
mail a check to the club treasurer, or by using 
the Square link. Watch for caravan information in emails, 
the club web site or in next month's newsletter.   

It should be another fun day together. Hope you will plan    
to come. You can use this Square link or the QR code to 
make  your reservation. 
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Who:  BMCNO Members and guests 

What:  BMCNO Anniversary Event 

When: Saturday, Aug 17th.   

Arrive at 10:30 a.m., Tour at 10:45 

Lunch at  noon, Depart by 2 p.m. 

BMCNO Anniversary Party 2024 

by Rick Huber, Baton Rouge Coordinator 

It's almost August, and that means another club anniversary! Let's   
get together to celebrate our 47th year at the West Baton Rouge   
Museum in Port Allen and take a tour through 300 years of Louisiana 
history. Then we’ll have a celebratory lunch together at the museum’s 
event room. Our Baton Rouge group is hosting the event this year. 

https://www.westbatonrougemuseum.org/ 



 10 

The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     July, 2024 

From there, you will be able to start your own fundraising team similar to a typical Relay for Life fundraiser. 
We are asking each participant to raise $150 for the cause through the DGD website. Our goal for the 
2024 New Orleans Drive is $20,000. 

Each city that hosts a drive adds its own unique local flavor, and New Orleans is no exception. In fact, New 
Orleans boasts an entire DGD weekend! A typical New Orleans DGD weekend looks like this: 

Friday 5 -10 p.m. - Driver’s meet and greet hosted by St. Garage on St. Ferdinand St. Free food, drinks, 
and fellowship with other participants and classic car owners. 

Saturday 10 a.m. till - A Saturday activity (TBA). We are planning a drive up River Road to a local distillery. 

Sunday 9 a.m. – Drivers gather at the tricentennial parking lot at Café’ Du 
Monde, City Park. Enjoy coffee and beignets before the drive. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. – Awards are handed out for Best Dressed and Most 
Funds Raised. 

Sunday 11 – Disembark under Police escort for a parade-style ride through 
the historic streets of New Orleans! 

Sunday Noon – Drive will end at a lunch destination (TBA). 

Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive has been one of the most positive             
experiences Michele and I have ever been involved with. Through DGD,                    
we have made lifelong friendships, raised money for a great cause, and     
gotten to know fellow club members like Bob & Linda Gordon, Allen & Susan 
Bradley, Chris Landry, Robert Rougelot and Keith & Karen Vezina (just to 
name a few). We look forward to seeing you this year at Distinguished        
Gentleman’s Drive 2024!                                                                                   
     https://www.gentlemansdrive.com 

When Michele and I joined British Motoring Club New Orleans two 
years ago, we immediately began looking for fun activities in which we 
could showcase our ’77 MGB.  

Within a few days of owning our car, I came across an invitation to 
participate in the 2022 Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive. 

                              
by Chris Savoy 

Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive is a world-wide men’s health          
fundraiser featuring classic cars and dapper fashion. DGR and its   
fundraising partner, Movember Foundation, have raised over $7.3    
million for prostate cancer, men’s mental health, and men’s suicide  
prevention. We have now participated in two DGD events and plan      
to continue doing so as long as we are able. 

On September 29th, 2024, thousands of drivers in over 150 countries 
and 1,000 cities will dress their best before taking to the streets in a 
spectacular display of classic motoring and fashion. Michele and I, 
along with BMCNO member and New Orleans drive host Jorge’ Me-
nes would like to invite all club members to participate in this year’s 
event! Registration for Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive 2024 will kick 
off about the time you read this. Simply follow the link below, hit the 
registration tab, then locate and select the New Orleans drive. 
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June Monthly Meetings 

In Harahan on June 25th, Andrew Doran conducted the meeting         
this time. We talked about some club history as well as old logos      
and pictures. More importantly, we went over things you should keep  
in the boot of your car as essential items in case of a breakdown.     
Then Roger did a presentation on our most recent Cars and Coffee, 
and reviewed for everyone our trip to the Big Easy Wing of the       
Commemorative Air Force. We saw amazing pictures and video of the 
flights over the city. We then covered upcoming events and current  
projects, and encouraged everyone to visit our website and join our  
club’s Facebook group. 

1963 Vauxhall Cresta         
Not a classic 

1967 Ford Corsair               
V4 convertible                     

Maybe a classic? 

 

Meanwhile in Baton Rouge...Our June meeting was very well attended, with 17 active members and more 
than half a dozen little British cars in the parking lot of Cafe American. We all had a nice supper and visited 
while we ate. Then group leader Rick Huber announced upcoming events, and we discussed the August 
BMCNO Anniversary party, which the BR group will be hosting this year. 

In Mandeville on June 19th Benny Stiegler was back to run the meeting and did a presentation on the 
original name of our club, Louisiana Centre MG Car Club. It was called Louisiana Centre because The 
MG Car Club in the U.K., founded in 1930, is divided into 12 regions called centres. They have a great 
website (https://www.mgcc.co.uk/) that links to all 12 Centres. Club President Colin McCormick updated 
us on the lastest club business. After looking at upcoming and past events it was posed that not all British 
cars are classics, and we talked about what is considered a classic car. Some examples that wouldn’t 
make the list were shown, and we looked at the rare and little known Ford Corsair.  

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/155483109234541/ 

https://www.bmcno.org/ 

We talked about several options, quickly ruling out physical activities like 
bowling and Top Golf. Suggestions were the Rural Life Museum, LA. 
State Museum, Bogan Street Fire Station Museum, West Baton Rouge 
Historical Museum and Nottoway Plantation. The West Baton Rouge 
Museum got the nod for August 17th. 

Rick told everyone about the By-laws Committee that Colin has formed 
to "streamline" our By-laws to reflect our three groups. He will keep us 
informed of the progress. Danny Varnado had some exciting dash cam 
video teasers from the annual multi-day Arkansas driving trip that some 
guys in the Mississippi club put on and invited us to join in. He explained 
his set-up with front and rear cameras, and you can get a whole system 
starting at just over $100.  The footage was amazing, and we are look-
ing forward to Larry Kelly's finished "Arkansas Trip Video."                                    
       —Roving Reporter 
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From our July 2007 Morris GazeƩe NewsleƩer  

June 15th C&C 
Wow, what a great way to spend Father's Day Saturday!  We had a nice 
crowd at breakfast in Baton Rouge: Rick & Mary Lynne, Debra & Harry, 
Larry & Cathy, Danny, me, Jerry and Mark with five LBCs in the parking 
lot. (As always, I hope I didn't miss anyone.) 

Afterward, I in my MGB, Danny (TR6), Rick (AH 3000) and Milton (TR4a) 
drove over to Goodwood Hardware for their annual show. For a canned 

food donation, they had drinks, bis-
cuits and meat and cheese, also 
cookies and cake and...SPREAD! All 
for free. I saw a number of car people 
I know, and everyone got a trophy as 
soon as we registered!   

Lots of street rods, muscle cars, and 
Corvettes everywhere!  

     —Roving Reporter 

Our Southshore group met for Cars and Coffee at Chateau Café on     
Allen Toussaint Boulevard for a good breakfast before heading over to 
Lakefront Airport to attend the Big Easy Wing event. Dan McGovern and 
Robbie Robertson joined us from Slidell. It was a good turnout with some 
really nice British motors in the parking lot.  



 13 

The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     July, 2024 

Saturday, June 15th the Commemorative Air Force Big Easy Wing invited our club to their 
hangar for a Father’s Day weekend event. We displayed our British cars as they flew Dad’s 
around the city in their Stearman Biplane. Over 30 people joined in, first meeting up in the 
parking lot with a nice variety of 25 cars and getting directions from Big Easy member and 
BMCNO Southshore Coordinator Roger Jeffrey. He explained to everyone how to proceed    
to the hangar at the end of the runway, get a photo with the Stearman, and then fit into the 
hangar. Three of our BMCNO members, Dan Alleger, Terry Lopez and  Fred Selig were  tak-
en up and away in the front seat! Thanks to Roger for setting up this fun outing! 
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Mandeville Breakfast!! Lacombe Car Show!! 
We had a great turnout and a parking lot full of LBCs Saturday June 22nd for Cars and Coffee at Liz's in 
Mandeville. After breakfast and hanging out a while, a bunch of us headed down the road to a nice little 
car show at Village Church in Lacombe. They had around 60 cars and a crowd of cool people to spend the 
day with. The church uses the money raised to provide for those in need.  
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Good weather this June 29th morning for top-down motoring. Our special guest this morning was Danny 
Bergeron's friend Jimmy Johnson, a Duncan Yo-Yo sponsored Champion!  His first championship was 20 
years ago, and he was inducted into the Hall of Fame in Pittsburgh last month!  While waiting for our food 
Jimmy showed us some amazing tricks - with a yo-yo in each hand! After breakfast we hung around the 
parking lot for a while, then Danny, Dana, Randy and I drove over to my (late) friend Dr. Gary Black's estate 
sale. Lots of die cast and collectible cars, glass storage cabinets and automotive art. Danny bought a tool and 
Randy got a mug for his mother and some expensive sandals for himself. I scored an unopened 1/25 scale 
model kit of a 1956 Chevy Nomad and a '32 Ford roadster for parts. Also got a couple of plastic storage boxes,  
a nice NHRA mug and some car magazines - all 20% off!    

Six British cars were parked on Columbia Street        
for Covington's Final Friday Block Party, and a       
good number of other BMCNO members came by to  
visit, when right around twilight time a strong, sudden 
downpour of rain popped up right over us. Those who 
had cars equipped with weather gear (hah!) were 
soaked by the time it was assembled. Karl Keiger may 
have stayed the dryest. Can you find him sitting in his 
MG Midget holding an umbrella? Michael Gerhold’s 
TD tonneau cover holds a lot of water...like a bucket.  
It does look nice, though. 
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more  B M C N O  C a r s  a n d  C o f f e e 

BMCNO Cars and Coffee in Mandeville on June 29th had the customary 
exuberant crowd of British car fans willing to wake up early on a Saturday 
morning, and nearly as many marvelous British cars in front of and 
around the diner. Some set out on a cruise to Lacombe and onto Bayou 
Paquet Road, across Bayou Liberty on Bayou Liberty Road and then 
across Bayou Bonfouca in Slidell before heading back. We made it home 
by 10:30, beating a bit of the heat.  
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S o u t h s h o r e  Cars and Coffee Report 

Had a fun Cars and Coffee this morning of July 6tth.    
We thought it might be a slow turnout due to possible 
wet weather and the 4th of July holiday weekend,     
however it turned out to be fine. We welcomed a new 
member, Michael Roquevert who has a 1970 MGB in 
primrose yellow. Welcome Michael!  

ACColAdes 
Baton Rouge club member and MGB owner Michele Savoy has      
received a certificate of recognition from the Livingston Chamber of 
Commerce for her completing 10 months of instruction in Community 
Leadership! Michele is a local designer, and we are so proud of her! 
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Northshore Cars and Coffee July 6th  
Our July 6th Northshore Cars and Coffee at Liz’s in Mandeville was graced by the 
presence of Baton Rouge club members Danny Varnado and Randy Fleming, and 
that put us over two dozen British car fans in attendance. Following breakfast and 
the usual amount of yakking about the week’s events, we brought the yakking out to 
the parking lot for the inspection of our magnificent motors. Of course we also had to 
lead Danny and Randy on a scenic drive up to Abita Springs, then further north to 
Highway 40, through Folsom and on to Covington. No one reported any parts falling 
off, and there wasn’t a drop of rain.   —Meandering Muckraker  
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We’ve been working with others to increase the number of BriƟsh Motorcycle owners. If you or        an-
yone knows someone who owns a BriƟsh Motorcycle please contact them about parƟcipaƟng in our 
club. Milton Franklin, Baton Rouge, would like to organize motorcycle events for owners of BriƟsh    
Motorcycles. Harley groups are always cruising the roads so we would like to start BriƟsh motorcycle 
cruises. We would also like to increase the number of motorcycles at our Annual Car Show. So…
ConƟnue to look for BriƟsh motorcycles to tell them about our club, and give out our business cards or 
direct them to our website. If you need more please contact Milton Franklin at densalprop@cox.net.  

The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     July, 2024 
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Have spares to spare? Or bits to share?        
Or a car for sale? Put it in next month’s   
newsletter. Send it to BMCNO Newsletter, 
bstieglerjr@gmail.com. 

1977 MG Midget For Sale Over $8,000.00 invested. 
Asking $5,000. $4K for BMCNO members. Contact Dan 
McGovern (985) 285-3406 or DPMcG@Bellsouth.Net           

1994 Jaguar XJS 

45k miles, 3rd owner, new refrig. comp, new alternator, 
battery, new brake calipers, rotors, brake hoses, master 
cylinder, spark plugs, distributor, belts, rear end fluid 
coolant transmission fluid and brake fluid done and oil 
change Mobil one 5000 miles ago. Mechanically great, 
body great, paint 8.7 out of 10. New tires only 5000 
miles old !!   17,000 obo, willing to negotiate!! Gregory J 
Roussel gregoryjr006@gmail.com or call 985-789-4123. 

https://www.hagerty.com/
marketplace/classified/1977-
MG-Midget/312cee65-c286-
4c50-94be-3407f9005174  

See Dan’s Midget on 
Hagerty Marketplace: 
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More Classified Ads and Spares For Sale 

1971 MG Midget,  highly modified, 
digital gauges, new tires and brakes. 
Runs great, over 15k Invested. Make 
Offer. Call Rex 504-220-6988.  

1963 AH 3000, red, steel dash/roll up 
windows,  289 V8, 5 speed runs and 
drives.  Call Pete at 225-975-3950             
in Baton Rouge. 

***2015 Jaguar XJL*** 

  
Sapphire, 96,500 miles but like new.    
$13,000  VIN SAJWA2GZ0F8V90221 
Located in Oak Hills BR               
Call Peter Kovacs   504-352-5550 

September 29th 
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We welcome all new members Join our club using this form                   
or online at https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno. 

Membership—$30 per year due July 1st 

https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno/ 

https://www.bmcno.org/home/by-laws/ 


