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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Colin McCormick 

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             

November 9, 2024 

I'll see you on the road, 

 
Colin McCormick 

Some of our members took in the parade of mostly domestic classic cars at Cruisin 
the Coast, and some served as drivers for the VIcari Auction there. Others made 
the trek to RIdgeland MS for the Euro Fest. We had a very strong presence (19 of 
138 cars) at the South Alabama Club's British Car festival in Fairhope. For the first 

time I joined the caravan for the trip on Friday and returning Sunday, and the Alpine ran flawlessly. On the 
Final Friday of October in Covington, the turnout on Columbia Street was immense. I had trouble finding    
a parking place at 4:30 for the event that was supposed to start at 6. The crowd of costumed kids and   
parents was still streaming in at 9 p.m.  As usual, our cars were a big hit with lots of "I remember my uncle 
had a..."  You will find reports of these and other adventures in this issue.   

Plans are well underway for our Memorial Rallye November 16th, a loop drive in Tangipahoa Parish cen-
tered around Hammond. Read all about it on page 12. 

The BMCNO Christmas Party will follow the parade in Harahan and will be a catered event at an event 
center very close to the parade route. You will find the details further along in the newsletter. Turn in the 
forms on pages 19-21 or in your email if you are driving in the parade. 

We are in the preliminary stages of building our 2025 British Motoring Festival in Covington. I have already 
registered our days and facilities with the city powers-that-be in Covington. Once their work on the Three 
Rivers Arts Festival is completed we will get into the details about street space, etc. Benny placed post-
cards/invitations in each car at the recent British car shows, and addressed the crowds at the shows as 
well. There is tremendous interest in coming to Covington for our show in March; I think it is realistic for us 
to expect 200 entries.    

Voting has been completed for our 2025 Board of Directors. Thank you to all who volunteered to serve as 
leaders for our club. We welcome Preston Marx and Lee Matthews as new members. 

At a recent Northshore Cars & Coffee, we enjoyed hosting a group of visitors from the GNO region. After 
breakfast, about a dozen of us took a drive on our favorite roads in the rural parts of St Tammany. It was a 
perfect fall day with sunny skies, mild temperatures and low humidity; and those little engines enjoyed 
themselves. This is perfect driving weather, so get out there and put some miles on your cars and smiles 
on your faces.  

Welcome to the November Morris Gazette. 

We have been busy this past month and will continue to be the rest of this year. 
We’re already planning for 2025. 
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YOUR BMCNO 2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2024 Area Coordinators                                                        
South Shore Coordinators:                                                               
 Allen Bradley  Allen.E.Bradley123@GMail.Com                 
 Roger Jeffrey   RJRogerJeff@GMail.Com                               
 Andrew Doran XKE062@Yahoo.Com                                
North Shore Coordinator:                                                                    
 Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             
Baton Rouge Coordinator:                                                              
 Rick Huber  MLandRick@GMail.com                          
Motorcycles Coordinator:                                                                                 
 Milton Franklin  Densalprop@Cox.net 

Members at Large:                                                                        
Allen Bradley  Allen.E.Bradley123@GMail.Com                  
Andrew Doran XKE062@Yahoo.Com                                            
Bobby Spann  BobbySpann@AOL.Com                                              
Dan McGovern    DPMcG@Bellsouth.Net                                          
David Jones         Jonesjd533@GMail.Com                               
Rick Huber           MLandRick@Gmail.com                             
Roger Jeffrey        RJRogerJeff@Gmail.Com                                           

Get in touch with your 
BMCNO board members 
anytime by phone call, 
text, email or in person.                     

Visit our website 

Join our                                 
Facebook group 

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             

November 9, 2024 

 
President: Colin McCormick  ColinMcC65@GMail.Com 
Vice President: Greg Roussel  GregoryJr006@GMail.Com 
Secretary: Chad Wicker   CWicker@itcglobal.com  
Treasurer: Rachel Wicker   mortuary175@gmail.com                    
Newsletter Editor: Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             

https://www.bmcno.org/ 

https://www.facebook.comgroups/155483109234541/ 
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—Greg Roussel 

We have some exciting events to end 2024, and a few events already planned for next year. And of 
course we always have our weekly Cars and Coffee gatherings and monthly meetings. Hope you’ll 
plan to get together with your BMCNO friends.   

BMCNO MEMORIAL RALLYE November 16th. 
Our Memorial Rallye has been held nearly every year  
of our club’s existence. The tradition began soon after 
club founder Eldridge Reynolds died in a November, 
1978 automobile accident. This year’s rally will be in and 
around Hammond, America. See more on page 12. 

HARAHAN CHRISTMAS PARADE AND 
BMCNO CHRISTMAS PARTY December 14th.   

The parade is at noon and our party at the Harahan 
Senior Center will be after the parade from 2 ‘til 5. 
Dress for the occasion as your best self, and maybe 
your best elf, and drive your British car in the parade. 
Please join us at the party to celebrate the holidays. 
Food and drink provided by BMCNO. Parade flyer and 
participation forms on pages 18-21. 

BRITISH MOTORING FESTIVAL March 29th  
in Covington once again. It’s BMCNO’s 33rd show,  
and plans are underway to make it one of the biggest 
and best! Covington’s Final Friday Block Party will be 
the night before, as will our Welcome Reception down 
the street at the Firehouse Events Center. We had 163  
vehicles on the streets in 2024. We expect close to 
200 for 2025. Plan to be there and tell your friends! 
And please offer to volunteer. 

MIDDENDORF’S RUN February 16th Our annual 
drive to Manchac for lunch at this famous out of 
the way eatery is always very well attended by our 
club members. Come early and come hungry. 
They would like us all to be seated in the dining 
room by 11 a.m. 
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South Shore                                                                                                                                                                          
First and third Saturday of every month 8 a.m. Chateau Coffee Café, 139 Allen Toussaint Blvd, N.O.         
NorthShore                                                                                                                                                                        
Every Saturday at 8 a.m., Liz’s Where Y’at Diner 2500 Florida St, Mandeville                                                        
Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                                                             
Every Saturday at 7 a.m., The Warehouse Restaurant, 12328 S Choctaw Dr, Baton Rouge 

Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                             
2nd Tuesday of the month                                                                                           
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                       
Cafe American, 7521 Jefferson Hwy at Lobdell, BR        
Northshore                                                                                                                                                 
3rd Wednesday of the month                                                         
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                    
Coscino’s Italian Grill, 1809 N Causeway, Mandeville   
South Shore                                                                                                                                               
Last Tuesday of the month                                                                                 
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                                                                                  
Original Italian Pie, 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan 
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December 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7   N.O, NS & BR   

Cars & Coffee   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  Harahan 
Christmas Parade 
BMCNO Christmas   
Party 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  N.O, NS & BR  
Cars & Coffee    

22 23 24 25 26 27 28     NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

29 30 31     

The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     November, 2024 

November 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2   N.O, NS & BR   

Cars & Coffee   

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  NS & BR       
Cars & Coffee   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  N.O, NS & BR  
Cars & Coffee   
Memorial Rally 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23   NS & BR   
Cars & Coffee   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  NS & BR    
Cars & Coffee   Harahan                

Meeting 

Mandeville               
Meeting         

Harahan                
Meeting 

Mandeville               
Meeting         

Baton Rouge 
Meeting         

Baton Rouge 
Meeting         
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October Monthly Meetings 
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At our Baton Rouge meeting October 8th we had a pretty good turnout, despite many people missing 
at Cruisin the Coast, with 16 of us getting together for dinner, talk about club events, and to vote for 
our 2025 BMCNO board.   

Wow, what a busy month it has been! We had members attend and report on the K of C car show 
in Folsom, the AACA Rally in New Roads, the Distinguished Gentleman's Drive in New Orleans, Brits on 
the Bluff in Natchez, the Renaissance Euro Fest in Ridgeland, MS, ans a bunch of British motorcycle en-
thusiasts attended the national antique motorcycle event in Slidell the same weekend as Euro 
Fest.  That was quite a line-up. 
 
And the fun continued throughout October, with half a dozen of us at Cruisin the Coast, then a bunch of 
people heading to Fairhope at the end of October.  It sure is fun to have such an active group of little 
British car enthusiasts to do things with!   

Our Mandeville meeting October 16th had another 
big crowd eager to hear and talk about our British 
cars and club activities. Colin updated us in on club 
regalia plans for shirts, hats, license plate frames 
and more. Benny presented a fun “Whose British 
Car Is That?” quiz. We had to identify the car and 
owner after seeing just a small part of the car. For 
added difficulty, spelling did count! It wasn’t as easy 
as you might think. There were no perfect scores 
Colin did best and won a dining gift certificate. 

Whose British car is that?? 

In Harahan October 29th we discussed the Christmas parade and party and informed everyone to fill 
out the parade registration form. Keith Vezina moderated discussions on special projects. 

We had a guest by the name of Alex Watt from San Diego who is in town doing work for FEMA, and is 
a member of a club in San Diego. He brought out a nice looking newsletter/brochure showing his 
quite extensive car collection; some early Ford racers, several Riley‘s, an Austin Healey 3000 and a 
beautiful Aston Martin DB4GT. (RHD--He is originally from England,) 

Never to shy away from projects, 
Chris Landry and Mike Anderson 
attempt to repair a wonky pizza tray 
without the proper Churchill tool. 
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It was a great weekend for many of our BMCNO members who travelled to South Alabama British Car Club’s 
annual show. Over 140 vehicles were on the field, including nineteen from our club. A group of us left Friday 
morning and travelled together to the show, enjoying beautiful weather and stopping for lunch at Wintzell’s 
Oyster House in Mobile, and then a peanut and candy store shopping spree. Other members joined us in 
Fairhope for the weekend. We took home a lot of awards, including Allen Bradley for his champion Rat Fink 
valve cover racer, and Best of Show winner Bob Hurst for his awesome 1936 Railton Tourer. Congratulations!           
And thanks to SABCC for hosting a fun weekend. 
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BM C N O Visits  B r i t i s h 	 C a r 	 F e s t i v a l 	  

Member Car Prize 

Dan and Joy Alleger (no car)   

Allen & Susan Bradley 1970 MGB   

Peter and Melissa Brauen 1964 Austin Healey 3000 MK III 1st 

David Duplantier MG TD 3rd 

Mark Foster 1960 MGA 1st 

Rick and Robbie Gilly 1961 Austin Healey Sprite 3rd 

Mike and Alice Glore 2020 McLauren GT 1st 

Cathy and Mark Greensfelder 2001 Jaguar XK8   

Hans Hassinger 1972 MGB/GT 3rd 

Mark Huber 1966 MGB   

Cliff and Linda Hughes 1957 MG Magnette 2nd 

Robert and Pam Hurst 1936 Railton Tourer 2nd and Richard Cunningham 
Best in Show Award 

Harry and Debra Landry 1958 Nash Metropolitan 1st 

Colin McCormick 1967 Sunbeam Alpine V 2nd 

Robert Rougelot 1978 Austin Mini 1st 

Benny and Lilly Stiegler 1967 AH Sprite MK IV 1st 

Danny and Dana Varnado 1970 Triumph TR6 1st 

Wally and Lulu Waguespack 2004 Jaguar XK8 3rd 

Brian Monson  1979 MG B LE    

Allen Bradley “Rat Fink” Fastest Valve Cover Racer 

Here’s the list of BMCNO attendees and award winners in Fairhope on October 19th. Quite impressive! 
Our club was well represented. 
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Next Saturday, November 16th  10 a.m.                          

The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans    November, 2024 

Our annual Memorial Rallye will be held next Saturday, and we hope you are planning to participate. 
Please let me know if you are coming so we will have enough material for everyone. This club event    
began in 1978, shortly after the beginning of the club, and has been done most years, sometimes just 
called the Memorial Rallye, and a few times not done at all for various unknown reasons. The name   
E.E. Reynolds Memorial Rallye honors the founder of the Louisiana Centre of the MG Car Club, which 
later became British Motoring Club New Orleans. Here’s an excerpt from an April 1987 Morris Gazette 
Newsletter article on the history of our club:                

So, in honor of Eldridge, and in honor of all club members past and present,   
we rallye!! Our drive this year will begin at the Tangipahoa Convention and   
Visitors Bureau on Wardline Road in Hammond, right off Interstate 55, Exit 32, 
and down the road from Southeastern Louisiana University.  

From there, you’ll be given directions on where to drive and what to look for. 
Each driver should have a navigator to help with directions and to identify and 
record the signs and landmarks along the way. It will help to have a clipboard 
and an extra pen or two. Each team will be given points for correct log entries, 
and points for the best time. We’ll do a staggered start beginning shortly after 
10 a.m. The drive is 60 miles and will take about 90 minutes, depending on the 
skill level of your team. The rallye will end at a popular gathering destination not 
too far from where we’ll begin, and where we’ll determine this year’s winner. 
Lunch and drinks will be available for purchase. British Motoring enjoyment is 
sure to be had!   

 

I posted a description and photos of last year’s Memorial Rallye on Facebook and received this reply 
from Bill Weeks, who some of you may know, and who I believe now lives in Florida:: 

Please message or call me if you’re coming: bstieglerjr@gmail.com 

Tangipahoa Convention and Visitors Bureau                                                            
Google Map link:https://maps.app.goo.gl/aQ7qLR666evLoksQ9  
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Covington Columbia Street Final Friday Block Party 

Southshore members Bryan Scuderi, Roger Jeffrey, Jim Clark, Richard Gaudry, Bill Nix and Andrew Doran 
joined us for Cars and Coffee at Liz’s. Eleven of us ventured on a great 90 minute drive through the St. Tam-
many countryside after breakfast, ending at the Abita Brew Pub, a lot different from driving in Kenner.            
         —Meandering Muckraker 

10/26 Mandville Cars and Coffee 

The final Final Friday of the year is always a Halloween 
extravaganza. On October 25th, BMCNO members      
Keith and Karen Vezina along with Allen and Sue Bradley 
made the trek across the lake to join our Northshore group 
for the block party. Ten of our British cars were lined up 
together and on display with Halloween decorations. 
Dressed for the occasion, we passed out many pounds 
of candy, and the crowds just kept coming, starting  
early and continuing throughout the night. 



 14 

The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     November, 2024 

Halloween Cars and Coffee  October 31st 

 From our November 1994 Morris GazeƩe NewsleƩer  
  

   
 

Sixteen BMCNO members showed up on this Thursday morning for a special weekday version of Cars and 
Coffee and breakfast at The Toasted Yolk in Covington. We were served enormous plates of food. They 
must think we’re special! Some of us don’t get enough on the weekend, and so we will likely get together 
during the week more often. 

 

November 2nd Southshore C&C 

Alex Watt from San Diego met us at Cars and Coffee      
and let us know that he is our newest member of the club, 
just joining this week. He anticipates being here at least 
three to four more months for work, so we look forward to 
seeing Alex at our future events. We also had a gentleman 
stop by who is familiar with our Cars and Coffee and was 
interested in finding out more about the club. He brought 
out a super cool 1967 MGBGT. We provided him with all 
the necessary information and hopefully he will be joining 
the club soon as well. 
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Attendees at our Baton Rouge breakfast Saturday morning included the Landrys, Varnados, Robb Cowzer, 
Mark Huber and Randy Fleming.  And we had 4 or 5 LBCs parked outside! The Warehouse filled up quickly 
(I'm sure they came to see us and our cars) but we had to leave our table a little after 8:00 to make room for 
autograph seekers.    
 
Then I went to the BR Cajun Model Fest at LSU. Saw a few nice Land Rovers and a British Tank on the    
tables. Lots of vendors selling kits as well. The next show will be in the New Orleans area in April. And there 
is a Jaguar on their flyer! Pretty cool to cruise through the LSU campus in my '70 MGB roadster, too! 

Ghost of Jaguar rallye driver past, or BMCNO member dressed in an idiosyncratic Halloween getup? 
I’ll never tell. One of them is the real Stirling Moss. 

“Better to lose honourably in a British car than win in a foreign one.” 
           — Stirling Moss 
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On Saturday, November 2nd eight of our British Motoring Club members enjoyed an outing at the Tulane 
University Lola Racing Team’s annual car show. Instead of being held on the Tulane campus like last year, 
the location was changed to Urban South Brewery on Tchoupitoulas Street. The mix of our cars with    
American classics, modern and exotic vehicles made for very enjoyable show.  The move to the brewery 
was a good idea. Along with brewery options, they were showing the Formula One race on multiple screens 
and had a food truck serving lunch. 

Tulane Formula Racing Team Show 
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We’ve been working with others to increase the number of BriƟsh Motorcycle owners. If you or        an-
yone knows someone who owns a BriƟsh Motorcycle please contact them about parƟcipaƟng in our 
club. Milton Franklin, Baton Rouge, would like to organize motorcycle events for owners of BriƟsh    
Motorcycles. Harley groups are always cruising the roads so we would like to start BriƟsh motorcycle 
cruises. We would also like to increase the number of motorcycles at our Annual Car Show. So…
ConƟnue to look for BriƟsh motorcycles to tell them about our club, and give out our business cards or 
direct them to our website. If you need more please contact Milton Franklin at densalprop@cox.net.  

The Morris Gazette    British Motoring Club New Orleans    November, 2024 
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1994 Jaguar XJS 

45k miles, 3rd owner, new refrig. comp, new alternator, 
battery, new brake calipers, rotors, brake hoses, master 
cylinder, spark plugs, distributor, belts, rear end fluid 
coolant transmission fluid and brake fluid done and oil 
change Mobil one 5000 miles ago. Mechanically great, 
body great, paint 8.7 out of 10. New tires only 5000 
miles old !!  $15k obo, willing to negotiate!! Gregory J 
Roussel gregoryjr006@gmail.com or call 985-789-4123. 

I really would lke to sell my 1960 MGA and my 1971 Morris 
Traveler. Dropped the price on the MGA to $28,000 and 
$20,500 on the Traveler.  Charlie Richards 804-852-2945  



 23 

Have spares to spare? Or bits to share?        
Or a car for sale? Put it in next month’s   
newsletter. Send it to BMCNO Newsletter, 
bstieglerjr@gmail.com. 
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1967 Austin-Healey  3000        

White w/Red Interior. Runs and 
Drives. 57k miles, eng/trans/carbs 
rebuilt. 3 family owned, FL/NC car. 
New tires, gas tank. $33,000.  Call 
Rick at 225-571-7064 

1994 Jaguar XJ40 Van den Plas  

Red w/Tan interior. 37k miles, one family owned, 
garaged, no flood - new tires, alt, brake hoses. 
$12,000.  Call Peter at 228-332-0926 

1973 MB 300 SEL 

 Gold w/Dark Brown Interior. W109  4.5,    
Auto, Air Suspension, 57k miles, rust free, 
chrome good.  Not run in 32 years.         
Make Offer. Call Peter at 228-332-0926. 

More Classified Ads and Spares For Sale 
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More Classified Ads and Spares For Sale 

1971 MG Midget,  highly modified, 
digital gauges, new tires and brakes. 
Runs great, over 15k Invested. Make 
Offer. Call Rex 504-220-6988.  

1963 AH 3000, red, steel dash/roll up 
windows,  289 V8, 5 speed runs and 
drives.  Call Pete at 225-975-3950             
in Baton Rouge. 

***2015 Jaguar XJL*** 

  
Sapphire, 96,500 miles but like new.    
$13,000  VIN SAJWA2GZ0F8V90221 
Located in Oak Hills BR               
Call Peter Kovacs   504-352-5550 
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We welcome all new members Join our club using this form                   
or online at https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno. 

Membership—$30 per year due July 1st 

https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno/ 

https://www.bmcno.org/home/by-laws/ 


